478	A MODERN COMEDY
" He said that Gladstone had been very windy."
" Ah! They were even longer in those days. You
covered your ground very quickly, Michael. I should say
with practice you would do. I've a bit of news for Old
Forsyte. Shropshire doesn't speak to Charlie Ferrar
because the third time the old man paid his debts to
prevent his being posted, he made that a condition, for fear
of being asked again. It's not so lurid as I'd hoped.
How's the action ? "
"The last I heard was something about administering
what they call interrogatories."
" Ah ! I know. They answer you in a way nobody can
make head or tail of, and that without prejudice. Then
they administer them to you, and you answer in the
same way; it all helps the lawyers. What is there for
dinner ? "
" Fleur said we'd kill the fatted calf when Pd got my
speech off."
Sir Lawrence sighed.
" I'm glad. Your mother has Vitamins again rather
badly; we eat little but carrots, generally raw. French
blood in a family is an excellent thing—prevents faddiness
about food. Ah ! here they come 1 ..."
It has often been remarked that the breakfast-tables
of people who avow themselves indifferent to what the
Press may say of them are garnished by all the news-
papers on the morning when there is anything to say.
In Michael's case this was a waste of almost a shilling.
The only allusions to his speech were contained in four
out of thirteen dailies. * The Times' reported it (including
the laughter) with condensed and considered accuracy.
* The Morning Post' picked out three imperial bits, pre-
faced by the words : ' In a promising speech/ * The
Daily Telegtaph ' remarked : " Among the other speakers

